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Unit 1 - Living Spaces
“No matter what type of life form you are, human, bird or elephant, you 
have to live someplace and these living spaces are very important. We all 
have someplace to call home. That’s our environment. ...”

Unit 2 - Where Would We Be ?
“Southern Ontario from the air, it looks like a patchwork quilt, a checker 
board of squares made up of farms and forests, streams and towns. Let’s 
take a closer look at one of these areas, an area where the farm, and the 
forest and the river all meet. ...”

Unit 3 - Wasteland
“Art in schools can be fun. Now here’s the thing about art class – it kind 
of gets messy. What do you do with all that mess? …”

Unit 4 - Trash or Treasure?
All around us are structures, are they trash or treasure? We make that 
decision every time we throw an object, a structure out. Do we recycle 
it, do we reuse it, or do we just put it in the garbage? ...”

Unit 5 - Our Energetic Earth
“The sun’s energy can bake a land dry or it can cause huge storms to roll 
across the land bringing much needed rain… The sun is the most 
important energy source on Earth. …”

Unit 6 - Imaging: A World without Power!
“Imagine a world without power. It’s not that difficult to do. There’re still 
many places today where people live without power. For thousands of 
years, people lived in a world where power came from natural resources, 
like the trees, and the wind, the sun, the water. ...”

Unit 7 - Changing Times
“We enjoy the summer with all the fun we can have at the beach and 
perhaps we get to go on a canoe trip up north and experience the 
wildlife. Winter holds different challenges. It’s cold and we have to dress 
differently and our activities change too. ...”

Unit 8 - Around We Go!
“Winter in Southern Ontario, short days, cold days. The days are followed 
by spring. The days get longer and warmer. This is followed by summer. 
It’s the time for animals to feed and plants to grow strong. In fall the days 
grow shorter, the nights, colder, and soon the leaves will be dropping. ...”
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Unit 1 - Helpful or Harmful?
“This is Chai, she’s my cat. And like most pet-owners, I love my cat 
dearly, but there are good things about cats and not so good things. 
Chai likes to catch mice. We don’t want her to catch mice. And so I 
rescue the mouse whenever I can. But we don’t want mice in our house. 
...”

Unit 2 - Dear Deer
“This is a story about, well, grass, deer, and wolves. Just how you feel 
about those three things are kind of interconnected. You see, grass is 
eaten by deer and deer are eaten by wolves. It’s a food chain of sorts but 
we are also part of that. ...”

Unit 3 - Marvelous Machines
“All around us there are simple machines and we just simply take them 
for granted. But all of these simple machines (and the more complex 
machines we make out of them) increase power and can be dangerous. 
It’s always wise to remember the safety rules. …”

Unit 4 - My House, Healthy House
“Home should be one of those places you should feel safe in, a place 
where you can go and relax. But in our homes, there are many things 
that could be a potential threat to us. ...”

Unit 5 - Water Ways
“Water is a force of nature. It is very powerful. It can change the very 
land we live on. It can create problems for us and it can help solve 
problems. Water comes in many forms. ...”

Unit 6 - Blow and Flow
“We always assumed we’d have clean air and clean water, air to breathe 
and water to drink, the necessities of life. In all of the things in our 
environment we probably rely on those things the most. ...”

Unit 7 - Water, Water Everywhere
“Many of us in Ontario live very close to a lake or a  large body of water. 
We think that water is limitless. There’s no end to it. Use it wisely, don’t 
waste it! ...”
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Unit 1 - Plant Power!
“Plants are important to our lives but our attitudes towards them have 
changed over time. We still rely on the forest today for our homes and 
our needs such as paper, lumber, but when we clearcut a forest we 
deprive other animals of their homes. ...”

Unit 2 - Once Upon A Pond
“For many years, perhaps even a hundred, the pond existed and 
enjoyed the seasons each coming in their own turn. And each season 
brought its own challenges for the survival of the plants and animals that 
lived in the pond. ...”

Unit 3 - Strong and Stable
“When you go riding your bicycle you want the frame of that bicycle to 
be strong and stable. When you’re driving a truck or car on the highway 
you want you want the bridges to be strong and stable. ...”

Unit 4 - Animal Architects
“Humans always look for good ideas and sometimes you don’t have to 
look very far. Take this. This is the work of an animal we consider very 
industrious and hard-working. It’s a beaver dam. ...”

Unit 5 - May the Force Be With You!
“Water is a force to be reckoned with in nature. You see its effects 
everywhere from small falls like this one in Ontario to perhaps the most 
famous waterfall in the world, Niagara Falls. ...”

Unit 6 - Safety First
“Whether you’re a veterinarian or a construction worker, you have to 
take care of yourself. There’re always these built-in safety features. You 
have to dress appropriately. …”

Unit 7 - Under Foot
“One hundred and ten million years ago a dinosaur walked along a 
shore of an ancient lake. In the soft wet soil he left behind his footprints. 
We have the fossilized bones and the fossilized tracks of this event and 
it’s recorded for all time in that ancient soil. ...”

Unit 8 - Moving the Earth
“It is perhaps the best example we have on earth of the power of wind 
and water to change the land. At almost 1.6 kilometres deep and three 
or four kilometres wide the Grand Canyon is a testimony to the powers 
of erosion. ...”
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Unit 1 - Mining New Opportunities – Part 1
“The environmentally responsible development of natural resources is a 
concern to government, industry, the general public and Aboriginal 
peoples, young and old. …”

Unit 2 - Alien Species
“A species can be any kind of an organism, a plant, an animal, an insect 
or a virus. … You may have a relatively undisturbed area and introduced 
an invasive species into it and the natural balance may begin to shift. …”

Unit 3 - Pulley Power!
”We’re designing a lift chair and a pulley system to help get our friend 
with the broken foot into the tree house and we want to make sure that 
it is safe to use. …”

Unit 4 - The Ups and Downs of Elevators
“Elevators are driven by electric motors and on the motor shaft is a 
pulley called a sheave. Over the sheave hangs steel cables; it’s basically a 
box on a rope. On one end of the cable is the elevator car which carries 
the people and on the other end is the counterweight. …”

Unit 5 - The Light Brigade
”Every minute of every day millions of people are about to take off 
somewhere in the world. Their safety is paramount. To ensure safe 
operations …, more and more airport or airfield operators are relying on 
the unique CalKit civil airfield lighting kit as emergency back up …”

Unit 6 - Sound Effects
“You’re able to hear because of the delicate complex structures in your 
ear. The structures of the ear that are the most sensitive to damage from 
loud noise are the tiny hairs in the cochlea. …”

Unit 7 - NickelQuest
”To get the nickel we need to excavate the ore body by drilling and 
blasting. Ore body is the raw material, it is the mineral but one must 
excavate rock around it to get to the body of the ore …”

Unit 8 - Mining New Opportunities – Part 2
“Mining plays a greater role in our daily lives than we might think. Our 
standard of living is dictated in large part by the production of minerals 
for household objects, goods and services. …”
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Unit 1 - Mining New Opportunities – Part 1
An Ontario Mining Association Project
(By Big Soul Productions, The Ontario Mining Association) 

Unit 2 - Alien Species
BugMobile vs The Invasive Species
The College of Agricultural Sciences 
The Pennsylvania State University 
(Copyright © The Pennsylvania State University 1998) 

Unit 3 -  Pulley Power!
A NASA Sci Files video
 (Adapted under the Creative Commons Attribution 2.5 License)

Unit 4 - The Ups and Downs of Elevators
A NASA Sci Files video
 (Adapted under the Creative Commons Attribution 2.5 License)

Unit 5 - The Light Brigade
Metalite Aviation Lighting Systems
(Copyright © 2008 Metalite Aviation Lighting Systems)

Unit 6 - Sound Effects
Aearo Technologies, a 3M Company
(Copyright © Aearo Technologies)

Unit 7 - NickelQuest
Ontario Mining Association
(Copyright © 2007 Ontario Mining Association(OMA))

Unit 8 - Mining New Opportunities – Part 2
An Ontario Mining Association Project 
(By Big Soul Productions, The Ontario Mining Association) 
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